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SUBJECT: REACTIONS TO PANMUNJOM INCIDENT 

REF: STATE 21 1862 

1 . BRITISH REACTIONS, BOTH OFFICIAL AND EDITORIAL, 

TO PANMUNJOM MURDERS WAS STRONGLY CONDEMNATORY OF 
NORTH KOREAN ACTIONS. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING INCIDENT, 
FCO SPOKESMAN ISSUED FOLLOWING STATEMENT TO PRESS: 

"A. WE DEPLORE THE BRUTAL KILLING BY NORTH KOREAN 
SOLDIERS OF TWO AMERICAN OFFICERS ATTACHED TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS COMMAND IN KOREA. IT IS CLEAR THAT THE 
PROVOCATION CAME FROM THE NORTHERN SIDE, AND THAT THE 
UNITED NATIONS SOLDIERS ACTED WITH COMMENDABLE 
RESTRAINT. WE UNDERSTAND THAT NO NORTH KOREANS WERE 
KILLED IN THE INCIDENT. 

B. THIS INCIDENT UNDERLINES THE REGRETTABLE 
AGGRESSIVE AND INFLEXIBLE ATTITUDE THE NORTH KOREANS 
HAVE ADOPTED TOWARDS RECENT ATTEMPTS TO SOLVE THE 
PROBLEM OF A DIVIDED KOREA." 

2. OFFICIALS AT THE FCO HAVE FULLY SUPPORTED U.S. 

ACTION ON THE INCIDENT. THE MURDER OF THE TWO OFFICERS, 
THEY BELIEVE, OUGHT TO ILLUSTRATE THAT THE KOREA 
QUESTION IN THE U.N. IS NOT AN ANNUAL PARLIAMENTARY 
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PEACE. THE INCIDENT MIGHT SERVE TO SHIFT A FEW NATIONS 
WHICH VOTED FOR THE HOSTILE RESOLUTION LAST YEAR INTO 
THE ABSTAIN COLUMN THIS YEAR (ONE OFFICIAL MENTIONED 
EGYPT IN THIS CONNECTION). THE FCO DID VOICE A MINOR 
CONCERN THAT OUR UNDERSTANDABLY HARD-LINE REACTION 
TO THE INCIDENT MIGHT BE SLIGHTLY OUT OF STEP WITH THIS 
YEAR'S GENERALLY CONCILIATORY FRIENDLY RESOLUTION. 
MUCH WILL DEPEND ON THE TENOR OF THE DEBATE, BUT THE 
INCIDENT HAS GIVEN NEW URGENCY TO AN ISSUE THAT HAD 
BECOME OVERLY -IDEOLOGICAL, REPETITIOUS, AND STERILE. 

WE WOULD EXPECT THE BRITISH TO COOPERATE FULLY IN 
PRESSING THE MATTER AT THE UN AND IN SELECTED CAPITALS. 

3. PRESS COMMENTARY ON US FOLLOW-UP TO INCIDENT 
HAS BEEN APPROVING IN TONE. ALTHOUGH RIGHT-WING 
"DAILY TELEGRAPH" HAS SUPPORTED SOUTH KOREAN ARGUMENT 
THAT US HAS BEEN TOO SOFT IN ACCEPTING POST-INCIDENT 
NORTH KOREAN STATEMENTS AS A "POSITIVE STEP." 
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